Greetings from St.Brigid’s Camp 2021 Wrap Up Newsletter
Camp Director Report:

Another quiet summer has come and gone on Lake Manitou. Winter is here and
we are working on plans to bring the camping experience back to our children.
We know how much everyone has missed camp as it provides “a home away
from home” for so many of our youth. Camp offers such a sense of community,
optimism, and true resilience for all those involved. We hope to break
COVID-19 cabin fever and enjoy a return to interaction with nature, friendships,
camp activities and human connections.
Like many other organizations, the pandemic has hit us hard. While receiving
little revenue over the last two years from rentals and donations, our fixed costs
have remained. At the best of times, we do not have a wide base of income and
operate on a shoestring budget. Looking ahead to our plans for re-opening we
know that our biggest challenges will be fundraising, staffing and dealing with
the camp’s aging infrastructure. All of these require money.

We still do not know how the Omicron virus is going to affect our plans for the
2022 season. We continue to monitor all of the safety protocols. Please stay
tuned for news about our plans for re-opening camp and for some of our 50th
Anniversary events.
Our greatest gift as we prepare to celebrate our 50th Anniversary is to be able to
“Welcome kids back to camp next summer”. In order to make kids' dreams
come through, we need financial support from caring individuals in our
community who believe in the quality experience that St. Brigid’s Camp has
been providing to our youth since 1972.
We missed you, remember camp people are strong, creative and caring. Take it
one day at a time…tough times don’t last, tough teams do!
Camp is a spark of magic that cannot be lost! Many thanks for your well wishes
and support throughout the summer and fall.

Joanne Cooke

Work Projects 2021

Our neighbour Andre repairing shingles on the dining hall

A group of Ciena employees organized by Sandy Mahoney spent
a day in July doing all kinds of work projects from cleaning tables,
windows, buildings to staining picnic tables, bleachers and canoe
racks and splitting and piling wood.

Reese and Owen helped Kieran repair the
road to the beach after a torrential night of
rain. The boys also cleared a lot of brush
from around beach houses and in the
picnic area.

Former LITs and Campers doing some weeding community service
while enjoying some family camping

Suzanne cleaning bathroom screens and windows

James staining bleachers in shade
structure

Addie and Ella cleaning the spotlights in dining hall

Where there is a will there's a way….Cheryl and Katie and other
volunteers spent a full day clearing the mudpit of all weeds and
cattails

The mudpit is alive again! Young and older, everyone enjoys a
mud bath.

Lots of tree cutting and stacking of wood and removing lots of
brush hanging on the hydro wires

Second coat of stain was applied to the big deck by Lyanne,
Charles, Amelia and Sienna, lifeguard stand, Director’s Cottage
and 3 outhouses were done by Kieran and Joanne

Wildlife enjoying the peace and tranquility of camp!

As 2021 has ended we would like to take this opportunity to thank Kieran
O’Dwyer for his eight years of Maintenance Work at St. Brigid’s Camp.
We wish him luck as he begins his new adventures in Ireland. Your Irish
humour will be missed at STB!

Fundraising Projects/Donations and Volunteers
Thank you to our donors, supporters and volunteers
Donors and Supporters:
● Many thanks to our Appeal Letter donors, and alumni for their
generous donations that helped with some of our infrastructure
projects this summer.
● Thanks a bunch also to other community and business groups for
their generous donations---Columbus Club-Council 485 Charitable
Foundation, Canon John Burke Council, Matt Foundation, Ciena
Group, Export Development (thanks James Lawlor), Canadian
Martyrs Church, CWL St Patrick’s Church, Benevity, United Way
of Ottawa, Canada Helps and Paypal.
● Thanks to Thomas D’Arcy McGee for their Trivia Night donation
● We are grateful to some of our OCSB schools that made donations:
Good Shepherd, Our Lady of Wisdom, St. Anne and St. Philip
● Thanks to Frank Ryan Intermediate for donating funds from their
Turkey Trot of Hope to our charity.
● Merci to all of our supporters who participated in our Bike and Fall
Raffles. Your support is so much appreciated.
● 2nd Wine Survivor fundraiser in December. Many thanks to all of
our supporters and congratulations to those who stayed on Santa’s
nice list and scored lots of wine. Thanks Scott Lamarche and
Suzanne Baird for organizing this fun event.
● Thanks to Margie Gourdier for nominating us to present at the 100
Women Who Care virtual event in December. We are so grateful
for having had the opportunity to present our charity to this
amazing group of ladies and for all of their generous donations.
● A huge thanks to our Board of Directors and Advisory
Members for their ongoing support!
Volunteers:
● A big thank you to the Dubois family who helped mow the
campgrounds when our lawn tractor broke down in June.

● Ciena group who spent a day doing all kinds of work tasks from
staining, to cleaning windows, tables and buildings to wood
cutting. Thanks to Marc and Marianne for looking after lunch.
● A huge thank you to some of our alumni campers, LITs and staff
who helped with weeding, clearing brush along pathways, burning
brush, raking and fixing camp road, staining bleachers, and so
much more.
● Thanks to Cheryl McCleary for organizing her neighbours to a
“tree cutting weekend” + mudpit clean up. Branches were
trimmed, trees cut down, branches hanging on hydro wires were
removed, lots of weed wacking and grooming of the beach as well
as removing all of the cattails from the mudpit. Despite the heat of
the day, Kevin, Jen, Ryan, Katie, Hannah, Cheryl, Bob, Cameron,
Jane, Greg, Carrie, Jamie and Liam worked non stop.
● Thanks to Cheryl for keeping our social media up to date
throughout the year.
● Thanks to Lyanne, Charles, Amelia and Sienna Fuller for spending
a full day staining the big deck.
● Thanks to André Dubois for keeping an eye on the camp
throughout the off season and for removing trees on camp road and
from the beach house thanks to the work of the beavers.
● Thanks to our faithful neighbour, Shirley Brennan for letting us
store our ATV in her garage over the winter months and for always
checking in to see if we need anything.
Merci beaucoup to anyone else that I may have forgotten!

We are all eager to return to the happy space that camp provides. Thank You for
supporting St. Brigid’s Summer Camp over the last two years.
From our family to yours, Happy New Year! Your STB Team

